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In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
5 pm (Sat)
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9 am (Sun)

GOSPEL READINGS

April 2-3
John 12:1-8

April 9-10
Luke 19:28-40

April 16-17
Luke 24:1-12

April 23-24
John 20:19-31

April 30-May 1
John 21:1-19

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

COVID-19 - Good News!
As the COVID situation in Minnesota has improved significantly and we appear to be 
moving to an “endemic” phase of the pandemic, we are very pleased that we are able 
to relax our COVID protocols. Please note the following:
• Masks are no longer required in our building. Masks are welcome for those who 

choose to wear one.
• Coffee and donuts are served in the Cornerstone Cafe Sunday mornings.
• In-person Kid City Sunday School has resumed.
• Beginning in April, communion will be served in the traditional manner and the 

offering plates will be passed.

Zion Super Sale is Back!
Zion’s Super Sale is just what the name implies…SUPER and a SALE! For years this 
long-standing tradition has brought in hundreds of savvy shoppers and thousands of 
dollars that support the mission and ministries of Zion Lutheran Church. For those 
who organize it, the Super Sale is more than a rummage sale. It is neighbor working 
with neighbor sorting, unloading and cleaning. It is where new friendships are made 
and old ones are renewed. It is fun, laughter, hard work and IT’S BACK! Mark your 
calendars now! (To volunteer for the sale, contact Liz Jensen 763-360-4590.)
• June 5-7: Donation drop off
• June 9-10: Super Sale



a message from Pastor Brent
It has been three years since we last celebrated Easter in Zion’s Sanctuary in 2019. In 2020 we 
celebrated Easter virtually and in 2021 we celebrated Easter Sunday in our parking lot as a 
“drive-in” service. The COVID-19 Pandemic has upended our lives in so many ways for the past 
two years.

I AM SO LOOKING FORWARD TO EASTER THIS YEAR!

A few weeks ago, I visited my parents in their memory care/assisted living facility in Fresno, 

Perception
By Colleen Nelson

Objects are closer than they appear. Most of us are familiar with this inscription on a car’s passenger side mirror. 
The other day I thought, “What if it read, God is closer than he might appear?” A few years ago, when meeting with 
my confirmation small group, I opened our discussion with, “Where did you see God today?” At face value, one 
might interpret this to mean a dramatic encounter with God rivaled only by the biblical prophets. I asked the 
youth in my group, “Will God be so bold as to speak to us through a burning bush or call out our name while we 
sleep, like young Samuel?” Even though God has the capability to make such a spectacle, I suggested we try to find 
God in seemingly small and insignificant ways such as a smile or a kind word from a stranger. Maybe God can be 
seen in a friend who stands up to a bully, or in a person holding open a door when our hands are full. It’s comfort-
ing to know that God is all around us, all of the time. Let’s not forget that God lives in us, as well. Jesus made this 
promise to his followers in Acts 1:5, “For John baptized with water, but in a few days, you will be baptized with 
the Holy Spirit.” In the quiet of the day, we might feel the subtle presence of the Holy Spirit or maybe we’ll hear 
God’s whisper in the encouraging words of a friend. Have you ever felt a nudge to volunteer at Zion? Might it be the 
Holy Spirit at work? Recently, I have been praying for a relative battling cancer. The other day, she came to mind 
and I sent a quick text to check on her. This was her response, “You must have ESP because I start my radiation 
treatment today!” No, not ESP but rather the Holy Spirit at work all day, every day.

California. My Dad has Lewy Body Dementia and recently started with hospice care and my Mom has Alzheimer’s 
Disease. It is a very difficult time for them and for our family.

I AM SO LOOKING FORWARD TO EASTER THIS YEAR!

Our world has been rocked by the war in Ukraine and the inhumanity of the terrible destruction and death we 
have witnessed at the hands of a brutal and barbaric dictator. It is a very graphic and tragic reminder of the 
reality of evil in our world.

I AM SO LOOKING FORWARD TO EASTER THIS YEAR!

In the gospel of John, it says: “Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to 
the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.” The stone was rolled away because the tomb 
was empty and our Lord was raised from the dead! Easter reminds us once again that even when it is still dark 
there is hope! The Lord of Life has conquered evil and death in our world and the darkness will NOT last forever 
and will never have the final word!

I am so looking forward to Easter this year! Join us for Easter worship on the weekend of April 16 & 17. I 
am so looking forward to Easter and to seeing you! Happy Easter!



welcome and worship

Baptism Class
If you are expecting, have had a baby or are adopting a child and would like to know more about baptism at Zion, 
we will be having a baptism class on Sunday, May 1 at 10 a.m. Please contact Kristine at kjohnson@zionanoka.org 
to register for the class.

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, April 25 | 1:30-6:30 p.m. | CLC
To register, please call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit www.RedCrossBlood.org and enter Sponsor 
Code: Zion.

The Plant Sale is Coming!
On Saturday, April 30, Zion will be having a one-day plant sale! Like last year, we will be selling plants online 
ahead of time for people to purchase and then pick up on the day of the sale or you can come to the sale and buy 
plants from what is available. There will be three different plant options from which to choose: shade potted patio 
plants, sunny potted patio plants, and red geraniums with spikes. Expect a variety of colors. Plants will be sold on 
a first come, first served basis. If you order online, you will be guaranteed the number of plants you purchase, but 
you may not get the colors that you want. The plant sale start time is TBD! Please watch the E-updates and Life 
Together announcements in the weeks leading up to April 30 for details. Online orders start April 10!

Weekly Worship
Opportunities

In-Person & Online
Saturdays @ 5 pm

Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1)
Sundays @ 9 am (live)

Cable TV (Cable Ch. 6)
Saturdays @ 5 pm

Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm Our new Christ Candle stand was handcrafted 
by Tim Sheie to match our other altar and 
worship furnishings. It was given in loving 

memory of Joan Wood by Ed Wood and family.



financial updates

Livestream Equipment Installation Complete!
The new cameras and operating system for Zion’s livestream and cable broadcast have been installed! We are 
working on fine tuning the settings of the cameras, but we are already seeing a big difference in the quality of the 
picture. These comparison photos give you a sampling . Our livestream operators are excited to see what the new 
cameras can do and how the new features of the operating system can be incorporated into our livestream.

Thank you to all who contributed to the fund to make this update possible. We first announced the need for this 
update last September, and in only five months we received the nearly $40,000 needed. Your generous support of 
this project to improve the outreach of our worship livestreams and cable broadcasts has been amazing!

Mortgage Reduction Update
The Zion Foundation is matching gifts (up to $300,000) for 
the purpose of the eventual elimination of Zion’s mortgage. In 
February, we were able to pay down our mortgage by about 
$200,000 ($100,000 in special gifts and a $100,000 matching gift from the Foundation). This will save about 
$200,000 in interest over the remaining life of our loan and allow us to pay our loan off about 2.5 years early. Any 
new gift, over and above current pledges in place for our capital appeal, will be matched dollar for dollar by the 
Foundation up to $300,000 over the next 3 years. The corresponding chart shows the reduction in our mortgage 
so far this year.

Gift Planning and IRA Transfers
This is the time of year when people are preparing or have completed their tax returns. Whether you use the 
standard deduction or itemize, your charitable gifts can reduce your taxes. This provides the opportunity to 
increase your generosity! And if you are age 72 or older, you can transfer funds directly from your IRA to Zion 
Lutheran Church. Such a transfer is not reportable income to you and can meet your required minimum 
distribution for the year. Such transfers are limited to $100,000 per year and not deductible as a charitable 
donation but have the potential to reduce your tax bill because there is no reportable income. This way of giving 
can be helpful even if you don’t itemize.

YTD Financial Report (through February)
As indicated in the chart to the right, our expenses exceeded our 
income through February. Thank you for your faithful stewardship. 
Please help us stay current with our expenses.
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grow

“Sermon on the Mount” Small Group Study Concludes
We conclude our 9-week study on the “Sermon on the Mount” by Jen Wilken with Do Unto Others (week of April 3)
and A Foundation that Endures (week of April 10.)

Zoom Thursday Bible Study
 “You Were Made For This Moment: Courage for Today and Hope for Tomorrow” by Max Lucado. Are you weary 
from your challenges, wounded by your battles, or worried your world is spinning out of control? Have the 
struggles pilfered the life out of your life? If so, the book of Esther brings welcome news: RELIEF WILL COME!!! 
Join us Thursdays at 1 p.m. (CDT) for a 5-week Bible study based on the book of Esther. Class dates are: April 28, 
May 5, 12, 19, 26. Register at https://bit.ly/367NnPA. You may purchase the book at https://amzn.to/3JsJ7J2.

Learn to Play Pickleball with Glen Semanko!
Pickleball is played by people of all ages and has been taught in physical education classes at both the middle 
school and high school levels for three decades. With spring upon us, now is a great time to get a jump on this fun 
physical and social activity no matter what your ability or age! Join us for two pressure-free sessions where you 
will learn about equipment, rules, basic skills, simple strategy and places to play while at the same time enjoying 
great camaraderie with fellow players.
• Session 1: Learn the Game: Friday, April 8 or Saturday, April 9 (repeat of Friday).
• Session 2: Play the Game: Friday, April 22 or Saturday, April 23 (repeat of Friday).
All sessions are 9-11 a.m. in the CLC. Bring gym shoes & a pickleball paddle. (We do have extra paddles to use.) 
Sign up at the front desk or by calling 763-421-4656.

Zion Pages - April Discussion
On April 25, we will be discussing Spirit Car: Journey to a Dakota Past by Minnesota author Diane Wilson. 
Spirit Car is an exquisite counterpoint of memoir and carefully researched fiction, a remarkable narrative that 
ties modern Minnesotans to the trauma of the Dakota War. In her research Wilson found her family’s love and 
humor—and she discovered just how deeply our identities are shaped by the forces of history.

Zion Pages meets via Zoom the 4th Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. Contact Pastor Sue Wallager for Zoom invite.

Register Now for Summer 2022 Camps and Events!
Join us for a variety of kids camps and family events for kids from birth through 
Grade 5, and explore what it means to love God and love our neighbor! For full 
descriptions of each camp check out the Zion Kids and Families Summer 2022 
Brochure located in the Document Center at www.zionanoka.org.

Sunday Adult Forums
Join us each Sunday morning at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall as we continue our Adult Forum series God Heard 
Their Cry, a 5-week DVD study from That the World May Know featuring Ray Vander Laan.

April 3: Israel in Bondage: God Heard Their Cry
April 10: Finger of God: The Plagues
April 17: Easter - No Forum

April 24: Watch With Me: Israel Leaves Egypt
May 1: The Lord Reigns: The Red Sea



grow and care

Baptisms
Feb 20 - Gianna Jacobs
Feb 27 - Mae Ghostley
Mar 6 - Liv Marshall
Mar 20 - Frances Jones

Richard Gedde
Cara Fish
Dianne Edling
Tina Erickson
Marlyn Hyland

Support Our Radio Broadcast on BOB-FM
Thank you to these recent supporters of the Radio Broadcast Fund:

about our people

Everett & Mary Wheeler
Ronald & Patricia Nelson
Glenn & Colleen Virgin
Dale Mueller
Tom & Nancy Blaska

Deaths
Richard Mason
Jeffrey Ellis
James Seeman
Dale Teigen
Jim Jadwin

Deaths
Cathy Bonneville
Jill Schaumburger
Gaylan Wedner
Laurie Emery

Bev Fraser in memory of Jewel Hammond
Craig Bakken
Lois Peterson
Kristine Johnson

Envelope Fundraiser for Youth Summer Trips
During the month of April, youth participating in the summer trips will be hosting an Envelope 
Fundraiser to raise funds for their two summer trips! Envelopes can be “purchased” on Sunday 
mornings or online https://www.zionanoka.org/upcoming-events/ starting on April 3. Find us 
at the Welcome Desk in the main lobby on April 3, April 10, and April 24! Those who purchase 
an Envelope will be invited at the end of the summer to join us for an overview of the trips and stories from the 
youth. Thank you for all of your support.

Blessing of the Keys
An invitation to all high school students who are about to receive or have just received their driver’s licenses! Zion 
is doing a Blessing of the Keys on Sunday, April 24, at 11 a.m. All are welcome to come and celebrate and support 
our new drivers as they experience this milestone in their lives. Drivers being blessed will be recognized and 
given a gift on the day of the blessing. If you or a family member has just received or is about to receive a driver’s 
license, you are invited to participate! RSVP to Josh at jmyroniuk@zionanoka.org.

Hospital Visits and Pastoral Care
If you or a family member are in the hospital or have had a change in your health status and would like a pastoral
visit, please call the church office at 763-421-4656, email Kristine kjohnson@zionanoka.org or Pastor Sue
swallager@zionanoka.org or let any of the pastors know.

Home Communion
Sharing Holy Communion is one of the most meaningful ways that we connect with our homebound members. 
Our Visitation Minister, Ken Johnson, along with a team of dedicated volunteers currently provide this ministry. If 
you or a family member are interested in a visit please call the church office at 763-421-4656.

New Members
Gaylon Blaska
Josh & Diana Pehl Family



care and serve

Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine
Humanitarian Aid for Ukraine may be given through Lutheran Disaster Response online at:
https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-Response/Our-Impact/Eastern-Europe-Crisis-Response 
or by mail: Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, PO Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009. Make checks 
payable to Lutheran Disaster Response and write “Eastern Europe Crisis Response” in the memo line of your 
check.

Zion Equity Team
The Zion Equity Team is a group of Zion members interested in participating in an initiative of the ELCA-
Minneapolis Synod called, Faith Practices & Neighboring Practices: Renewing Congregational Imagination, a 
two-year learning community for congregations in the Minneapolis Area Synod. It is based on a belief that “vital 
congregations provide meaningful life-long faith formation and authentically engage with their neighborhood, 
trusting that God is already active in the community beyond the church’s walls.” 

Faith Practices & Neighboring Practices guides cohorts of congregations (four to five congregations in each 
cohort) through a learning process focused on collaborative learning and developing skills in those practices 
that sustain our relationship with God (Faith Practices) and those practices that sustain our relationship with 
our neighbors and our community (Neighboring Practices). Zion applied to be one of the participating churches 
and was accepted and is in a cohort of four congregations. Zion and other churches in the cohort had a retreat 
in Fall of 2021 and continue to attend monthly training with these same churches. Training is planned and led 
by three individuals from the Minneapolis Synod. The people from the Equity Team who regularly attend the 
training—Jamie Gaboury, Marlene Gray, Carol Kronholm, Josh Myroniuk, and Pastor Connie Tiede—bring back 
what they learn at cohort meetings and train the rest of the Zion team—Mary Sheie, Carolyn Townsend, Michael 
Wittkamper, Ellen Johnson, Greg Heinecke, Diane Halvorson, Mike Kelly, Amy Norquist, Nathan Norquist, Louise 
Person and Rachael Walter.

Our work so far: Since we call ourselves the Equity Team, the first thing we did was to try to define what “equity” 
means. We discovered that initially, each of us had a different understanding of its meaning depending on our 
backgrounds and experiences. Next, team members learned ways to build “abiding relationships”—practices 
that strengthen relationships with God through scripture and prayer, with fellow congregation members and 
with our neighbors. A couple of important practices worked on so far have been using scripture to pray and how 
to have a one-to-one conversation with another person. The intention is to build authentic relationships, discover 
gifts and strengths, identify self-interest and gather information. Equity team members have started to initiate 
conversations with each other and other Zion members. Some people have done some one-to-one conversations 
with people in their neighborhoods. The intention of one-to-ones as a practice centers on our neighbor and our 
relationship with them, without ulterior motive or criteria for success. We practice one-to-ones because our 
identity as church is rooted in relationships, accompaniment, and hospitality. You may be asked to participate 
in a one-to-one with a member of the Equity Team. Please know that it is simply a way for us to strengthen our 
relationships within the congregation. 

Stay tuned for future activities and opportunities to participate.
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WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

pre-k news

Lunch Bunch Fun in the Snow!

Learning How to Keep Our Teeth Healthy!


